
English 10 Honors Syllabus, 2017-2018 

Mrs. Maier – Room L411 

Planning blocks 1 & 7, and Study Hall 3rd block in Room L411 

Website: Freedom Home Page > Staff > Dana Maier 

dana.maier@lcps.org – 703-957-4300 

 

OVERVIEW 

The Honors English 10 course focuses on helping students become perceptive, thoughtful readers of prose and 

poetry and skilled, insightful writers who compose frequently for a variety of purposes. While the emphasis in 

10 honors remains on British Literature, students are exposed to the literature of other cultures that 

thematically complements our exploration of the required works. Students are expected to meet and exceed, 

per Freedom High School expectations, the Loudoun County 10th grade honors curriculum requirements, 

focusing upon improving critical thinking skills, close reading skills, vocabulary, grammar, and composition.   

To improve upon these areas, we will concentrate on the following: 

 Studying a variety of British literature with varying perspectives 

 Writing for multiple purposes and audiences 

 Making oral presentations, both formally and informally 

 Using technology effectively for writing, research, and literary aid 

 

HONORS HABITS OF MIND 

Honors students are expected to demonstrate certain key behaviors and qualities. We will work to build on the 

following “Habits of Mind” throughout the school year.  As an Honors student, you will be expected to… 

 Read widely and often 

 Foster a spirit of inquiry 

 Make connections 

 Reflect thoroughly 

 Refine your thinking 

 Develop your capacity for analysis 

 Write widely and often 

 Revise deeply 

 Demonstrate originality 

 Work diligently 

 

EXPECTATIONS 

Your success in this class will depend largely on your work ethic, curiosity, organization, enthusiasm, and 

willingness to take risks. Additionally, my expectation for every single student in this class is that you are… 

 Punctual – This means on time, and by “on time” I mean “in your seat before the bell rings”. 

 Prepared – Always show up to class with all necessary materials, including technology!  #BYOT 

 Respectful – Be polite, courteous, nice, and avoid distracting others. 

 Honest – Maintain your academic integrity by only turning in your own original work. 

 Awesome – Participate, concentrate, and put forth your best effort.  Show me what you’ve got! 

 

LITERATURE    

Q1 - Shakespeare, William. Macbeth.   Q3 - Wells, H.G. War of the Worlds.  

Q2 - Shelley, Mary. Frankenstein. (1831 Ed.)  Q4 - Orwell, George. 1984 

*In addition to the above works, students will also explore poetry, newspaper articles, and nonfiction essays. 



WRITING 

We will write frequently, both inside and outside of class, exploring various types of writing, including: 

• Narrative Writing        • Creative Writing (Writer’s Notebook Prompts) 

• Literary Analysis             • Argumentative & Persuasive Writing 

• Research Writing        • Practice SOL, SAT, & AP-style Prompts 

• Reflective Writing        • Synthesis & Document-Based Questions 

 

GOOGLE CLASSROOM 

This class will use Google Classroom, a site that provides teachers and students a secure place to connect and 

collaborate, share content, and access course documents and assignments. The primary goal is to shift to digital 

classwork, essay submission, and feedback on all writing assignments. Here’s how to start using Classroom: 

1) Go to classroom.google.com and sign in with your Google login:  studentID@locker.lcps.org  

[Bookmark this site, download the app onto your device(s), and get in the habit of checking it regularly.] 

2) Enroll in our particular course by inputting our class code: __________________________ 

3) Parents/Guardians may opt to receive regular email summaries (see contract below). 

 

BOOK CLUB 

Known previously as “Independent Reading,” this is intended solely to nourish your brain and supplement the 

assigned texts. In other words, these are books that you read in your free time because you find them 

interesting! Readers are better writers and thinkers, and self-selected reading is a lovely, individualized way to 

discover books that complement the current class content. We will use Goodreads.com, a book-based social 

networking site, as a tool for students to discover books, organize books they want to read, track books they are 

reading, rate and review books they’ve finished, and recommend books to their classmates.  

 

TECHNOLOGY 

Per BYOT, students are expected to arrive to class ready to work and equipped with a proper device every day.  

Laptops and tablets (iPads, Kindles, etc.) are acceptable classroom devices, but CELL PHONES ARE NOT.  

If you don’t have your own laptop or tablet, you will need to check out a laptop from the Library BEFORE CLASS! 

Don’t brush this off; there are no longer classroom computers available for student use.  

 

ABSENCES 

If you miss class because of illness or an excused absence, it is your responsibility to do the following: 

1) Check Classroom for the class agenda and links to any handouts or assignments. 

2) Be sure to turn in any work that was due on the day you missed when you return to school. 

3) If you miss a quiz, timed essay, or Socratic seminar: THERE IS NO ESCAPE! Students who miss any of 

these will receive a bright green “YOU MISSED IT!” sheet (don’t worry, we’ll go over this), which will aid 

both teacher and student in efficiently scheduling a time to make up the missed assessment. 

 

MATERIALS 

• A folder or 3-ring binder for keeping handouts; a dedicated English 3-ring binder is not necessary 

• A Writer’s Notebook (must be a separate, spiral-bound notebook) 

• Materials for annotation: pencils, pens (blue or black ink), highlighters, and Post-It notes 



GRADING 

Students will be evaluated by their performance against the standards of reading, analyzing, writing, and 

speaking as set forth by Loudoun County Public Schools and the Virginia Standards of Learning.  Student grades 

will reflect their mastery of these standards. Please note that there are no retakes of quizzes or timed essays. 

 

LATE POLICY 

Students are expected to turn assignments in on time in order to progress towards the learning objectives as 

scheduled by the teacher. This is especially true with regard to writing, which requires timely feedback from me 

early in the process. If a draft isn’t turned in on the day its due, I cannot give timely feedback, which could 

impact the student’s ability to meet the final due date. Talk with me about any issues that come up concerning 

meeting deadlines.  Please note that no late work will be accepted within the last week of each grading period. 

 

REWRITE POLICY 

Students may improve their grades in the following ways: 

1. Provided they have thoroughly completed all prewriting steps and met all draft deadlines, students will 

be able to rewrite formal essays after they have taken the following two steps to show improvement:   

a. Conference with me immediately after receiving your graded paper. 

b. Completed and signed the Revision Contract.   

Note: Timed writes are excluded from this category—they are assessments and may not be rewritten. 

 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

 Requesting or providing only authorized assistance on any assignment. Completing assignments 

independently with the understanding that completing formative work helps students succeed on 

summative assessments. 

 Protecting the integrity of work by not allowing other students to copy assignments. 

 Preparing for summative assessments and only using authorized study aids during tests. 

 Upholding the validity of assessments by not sharing information about quizzes or tests with peers who 

will be taking the assignment at a later date. 

 Giving proper credit to the ideas, opinions, or work of others incorporated into the student’s work. 

Consequences of Academic Dishonesty: 

o Student and teacher discussion regarding the incident. 

o Teacher will contact parent or guardian. 

o Referral to administration for possible further action. 

o Academic penalty may be imposed. 

 

 

MRS. MAIER’S SCHEDULE – Classes are in room L411, unless noted otherwise 

1st Block – Planning 5th Block – English 10 Honors 

2nd Block – English 10 Honors 6th Block – Public Speaking (1st & 2nd Semesters) 

3rd Block – Study Hall 7th Block – Planning  

4th Block – English 10 Honors 8th Block – English 10 Honors (room L407) 



Student Name_______________________________________________ 

 

Please read the syllabus for your student’s Honors English 10 course this year.  You will find a list of class 

expectations, texts, standards, and content.  Feel free to contact me if you have any concerns or questions 

throughout the year.  

 

Please return to Mrs. Maier no later than Wednesday, August 30, 2017. 

 

I, __________________________________________________________________________ [student name] 

have read over this syllabus, and I understand the requirements for Honors English 10 at Freedom High School.   

 

 

________________________________________________________      ______________     

Student Signature                    Date 

 

 

________________________________________________________     ______________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature                                Date 

 

 

________________________________________________________      

Contact number         Preferred contact method? 

 Phone 

 Email 

________________________________________________________    

Parent/Guardian e-mail address 

 

 I would like to receive regular Google Classroom email summaries for my student.  (check if ‘yes’) 

 

 

I have read, and I understand the Academic Integrity Policy in the English 10 Honors syllabus at Freedom High 

School. This policy is a department-wide policy that is aligned with the Freedom High School Academic Integrity 

Policy, and it is non-negotiable. 

 

 

________________________________________________________      ______________     

Student Signature                    Date 

 

 

________________________________________________________     ______________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature                                Date 


